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THE BATCH

Sponsored by

July 2015
The newsletter for Dunkerton,
Tunley & Withyditch

Lavender Cottage
Bed & Breakfast
in
Dunkerton

ALSO AVAILABLE ON www.dunkertonparish.org.uk.

Sat 11 July
Sun 19 July
Thur 23 July

2 p.m.
11.15 a.m.
7.30 p.m.

Advance Notice
Sat 5 Sep
Sat 10 Oct

Tunley Fun Day & Dog Show
Café and Craft (DPH)
Parish Council Meeting (TRC)

Dunkerton Show
Dunkerton Quiz

Luxury en suite rooms
all with garden
and far reaching views
01761 434541

Don’t forget the regular events at Dunkerton,
Withyditch and Tunley halls

www.lavendercottagebath.com
lavendercottagebath@gmail.com

NEW EDITOR STILL
REQUIRED!
The Batch Management Committee are
looking for a creative and responsible
person to take on the Editorial role. This
will involve sifting and sorting the varied
monthly copy material and content that is
submitted to our news@ weblink, then
putting this array of info together and
compiling the monthly edition ready for
our outsourced printing.
The BMC is a not for profit motivated
group, and is looking for a like-minded
individual happy to help and promote the
local community on a voluntary basis.
Someone with good PC skills would be
advisable.
Please contact our sub-editor D. Orme on
01761 438721 if you can help.
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DUNKERTON
PARISH HALL

DUNKERTON FAIR
2015

For booking enquiries please call Karen
Killpartrick 01761 434541 or
karenkillpartrick@gmail.com

Not only did this year's Fair break
previous records and raise over £4,000,
shared between the Church and the
Parish Hall, it also provided a great
afternoon's entertainment for residents
and visitors.
The recently elected Chairman of
BANES, Cllr Ian Gilchrist, kindly attended
to declare the Fair open. He provided a
special draw prize, Tea at The Guildhall,
Bath for eight people, which was won by
the Harris family. The luxury food basket,
donated by Lavender Cottage B& B, was
won by a member of Dunkerton
Obedience Group.
DOG had a busy afternoon coping
with over 45 entries in the fun dog show.
Tunley Equestrian Centre also supported
the Fair, providing an impressive
dressage display by Jo Clarke on Frankly.
The ever-popular children's races
had record entries and a number of
parents were then coaxed into showing
off their athletic talents before joining in
the egg throwing competition.
While those events were the centre
of attention, all of the stalls were busy
from the coconut shy and duck race at
one end of the field to skittles and
hamster racing at the other - and in
between was everything from teas to
tombola and hot dogs to darts.
None of this would have been
possible without a lot of help from a lot of

Also tables and chairs for hire – very useful
if you are planning a barbeque or other
event.

Dunkerton Parish Hall – Regular Events
(Karen Killpartrick 01761 434541)
Tuesday 7.00 – 9.00 p.m. D.O.G.
(Dog Obedience Group)
Ruth/Nick Barrett 01761 432246
Yoga Classes
Monday:
7.30pm - 9.0pm
Wednesday: 10.00am - 11.30am
7.00pm - 8.30pm
Thursday: 6.00pm - 7.30pm
Saturday: 9.30am - 11.00am
For more information please call Charlotta at
Universal Yoga on 01761470658 or
email info@universalyoga.co.uk
or visit the website
at www.universalyoga.co.uk
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people - so many thanks to all the
stallholders, to Mel Newbigin who
generously provided the marquees, to Jo
Bayntun-Coward and Robert Gardiner for
the use of the field, to Louise Dallimore
and Matthew Dixon who arranged the
games and publicity, to the many unsung
heroes who collected, erected, delivered
and dismantled, and especially to
Charlotte de Grey for co-ordinating all the
volunteers.
Max Crofts

Dunkerton’s, with a dressage
demonstration accompanied by an informal
and informative commentary from club
member, Jeanette Kenyon, and a stall
promoting membership of Friends of
Frankly.
Club supporters started a
Crowdfunder campaign to raise some of the
money for Frankly’s competition at Nunney
International. Any support from Frankly’s
local community in Dunkerton will be
hugely appreciated.

JO AND FRANKLY DELIGHT
THEIR “HOME CROWD”
Jo Clarke and her wonderful eventer,
Frankly, from the Tunley Equestrian Centre
just up the hill in Dunkeron, were delighted
to be able to give a display at this year’s
Dunkerton Fair.
Their season has started really well,
with a first place at Pontispool Open
Novice: After an exceptional dressage score
of 25.8, giving Frankly a generous lead of
4.5 points, the duo then went clear in the
show jumping but ran into difficulties with
the cross country. A sudden hailstorm
startled Frankly into a dramatic leap over
the log pile, nearly unseating Jo, with both
horse and rider then experiencing severely
reduced visibility as they rode into the hail.
“Riding in those conditions was very
scary for both of us,” said Jo, “and I was
seriously considering pulling up.
Fortunately we turned and then had the
hail at our backs and so were able to see
the course again. I was thrilled with
Frankly’s performance in all the elements”.
In recent years competing has been
a financial struggle for Jo due to the
significant costs involved with Frankly
being entered for the larger, higher level
competitions. The win at Pontispool was
only possible because of the money raised
through Friends of Frankly – Frankly’s
online supporters club. Supporters have
been busy organizing public appearances
for Frankly at local village shows like

Final date for copy for the next edition of
The Batch is
Wednesday 15th July 2015.
Please submit copy to the Editor c/o
news@dunkertonparish.org.uk or to The
Batch, Rose Cottage, Dunkerton, BA2 8BH
Late copy will be held over for the next
edition
.
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Café and Craft is back!
The Café and Craft Service - where we meet
in the Village Hall to share refreshments and
carry out craft activities surrounding
different stories of Jesus – is back!. It’s a
service that has proved to be very popular to
children and grownups alike.

All Saints’ Church
The Parish Church of
Dunkerton & Tunley
Rector: Revd Gordon Ripley 01761
470249 gordon.ripley364@btinternet.com
Churchwardens: Matthew Frayne 01761
437754 matthew.frayne@gmail.com

On Sunday July 19th at 11.15am we will be
reflecting on the story of The Good
Samaritan.
Please put the date in your diaries and
come and join us and have some fun!

Charlotte de Grey 01761 436618
cdegrey@btinternet.com

CHURCH SERVICES

Gordon
05 July
12 July
19 July
26 July

02 Aug

9.30 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
9.30 a.m.
11.15 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
11.15 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
6.00 p.m.
9.30 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Family Service
Holy Communion
Cafe & Craft
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Evensong

Camerton
Dunkerton
Dunkerton
Camerton
Camerton
DPH
Camerton
Dunkerton
Camerton
Camerton
Dunkerton

It’s often said that we British are obsessed by
the weather – indeed I am often asked if there’s
anything I can do about organising good
weather for a particular day – people seem to
forget that I’m in Management and not Policy!
I read in a newspaper the other day an
article about the cool and dull start to the
summer of 2015 – it concluded by saying that
this May was the dullest since – well … 2014!
One thing that I have been encouraged
to do since I was a small boy is to hope for fine
weather on 15th July – why? It’s St Swithun’s
Day of course and the legend is that the
weather on St Swithun’s Day will hold for the
following 40 days – so we certainly don’t want it
to rain!
Swithun was Bishop of Winchester from
852 until his death in 862. Little is known of his
life that can be traced with historical certainty.

Don’t forget
your
donation

4

ISSUE 77
may not be true but it gives rise to a legend
which encourages us to reflect on the life of a
man who was one of the great fathers of the
faith in England.
Your friend, in Christ, Gordon

We do know Swithun was born in Wessex, an
area that was in the process of becoming the
most influential of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms,
and educated at Winchester Minster. He was
chosen to become chaplain to Egbert, King of
Wessex, and then was given the responsibility
for the education of Egbert’s son Ethelwulf.

Withyditch
Chapel
Centre

St Swithun's memorial shrine in the retrochoir of
Winchester Cathedral where the saint's relics were
originally kept.

Need a venue for a function? Why not try the
Withyditch Centre?
More details can be seen on the Parish web
site (www.dunkertonparish.org.uk). This shows
pictures of the Centre and the location.
For further information, contact anyone on
the web site or listed on the notice board at the
Chapel door.
Tony Hearn 01761- 470507

He was subsequently appointed as
Bishop of Winchester by King Ethelwulf when
he was enthroned in 852. During the period of
his office the kingdom of Wessex grew in
reputation and influence throughout the land,
despite Viking attacks. The post of Bishop of
Winchester grew in importance and influence
during the time of Ethelwulf’s reign.
Later legends give Swithun a reputation
for compassion and evangelism, but it is his
intellectual ability and learning for which he was
first remembered.
On his death he was buried in a humble
grave outside of the walls of the minster at his
own request, and in 971, some 90 years later,
his body was moved to a shrine within the
cathedral. His commemoration in popular
culture dates from this period rather than from
his life. It seems that the translation of his
remains was the occasion for a dramatic
rainfall, which was taken to be a sign of his
spiritual power. Miraculous events were also
held to have occurred during the re-interment,
and this added to the legends surrounding him.
The weather lore proverb
St Swithun's day if thou dost rain
For forty days it will remain
St Swithun's day if thou be fair
For forty days 'twill rain nae mare

THE BATCH MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
Chairman/DPH Rep: Richard Hopkins
richardhopkins1@talktalk.net
Sub-Editor/DPC Rep: David Orme
daveorme56@gmail.com
Treasurer/PCC Rep: Charlotte de Grey
cdegrey@btinternet.com
TRC Rep: Dawn Oldland/Martha-Kate
Scrivens-Weaver
dawn.oldland790@btinternet.com
scrivo1@talktalk.net
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DUNKERTON PARISH
COUNCIL
COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS from June 18 2015
Councillor
Responsibilities
Address & Contact
Martin
Lead Cllr for:3 Sarabeth Drive, Tunley,
Robinson
Finance & Planning.
BA2 0EA 01761 471134
Chairman
martinrobinson811@btinternet.com
Clare Taylor
Lead Cllr for:The Hermitage, Church Rd., Dunkerton
Vice Chair
Broadband.
BA2 8BJ 01761 438751
DPC Rep :clare_f_taylor@hotmail.com
Dunkerton Parish Hall
David Orme
Lead Cllr for:1 Rose Cottage, Brooklands, Dunkerton,
Website & Placemaking.
BA2 8BH 01761 438721
DPC Rep :daveorme56@gmail.com
The Batch, Manders Orchard &
Dunkerton Green.
Robert
Lead Cllr for:North Hill Farm, Tunley,
Gardiner
Commemorative Events.
BA2 0EE 01761 470286
DPC Rep : northhillfarm5@gmail.com
Dunkerton Cricket Club.
Di Prescott
Lead Cllr for:15 Sarabeth Drive, Tunley
Rights of Way and Waste & Recycling. BA2 0EA 01761 472763
diana@sarabeth.co.uk
Nick Patch
Lead Cllr for:The Maples, Stoneage Lane, Tunley BA2
Highways & Maintenance.
0DS 01761 470800
npatch16@btinternet.com
DPC Rep :Tunley Recreation Centre.
Adrian Ashley

Lower Tunley Farm, Stoneage Lane, Tunley,
BA2 0DS 01761 471797

Clerk: Kathryn MANCHEE
3, Lark Close, Midsomer Norton, BA3 4PX.
Telephone: 01761 411305
Email: clerk.dunkerton@googlemail.com

Parish Council Changes
The outgoing Chairman Martin Robinson
decided not to take up his seat after the
recent elections in light of the serious nature
of complaints and allegations made by
another councillor prior to the Council's
annual meeting. He notified the Clerk of
these complaints and allegations prior to the
meeting, and of his decision to stand aside to
allow Dunkerton Parish Councillors the
opportunity to consider how they wished to
proceed in respect of the matter. We also
had a new councillor stand for the council in
the uncontested elections Adrian Ashley. At
the council’s June meeting (a fuller report on
this and the July meeting will be in the next

For details of the information available from the
Council under the Model Publication Scheme and
Freedom of Information please contact the Clerk
District Councillor for Bathavon West Ward
covering the Parish’s of Dunkerton, Camerton,
Combe Hay, Englishcombe, Newton St Loe, Priston:
David J. Veale
The Gables, 89 Cooks Hill, Clutton,
Bristol BS39 5RD
Tel 07836342747 email
David_Veale@bathnes.gov.uk
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issue) Martin Robinson was co-opted back
on to the council and, as Cllr Orme remarked
he had felt obliged at the annual parish
council meeting to take on the role as
chairman on a temporary basis following
Martin’s decision not to stand, he said was
more than happy to resign as chairman if Cllr
Robinson was content to re-take the seat.
Cllr Robinson was duly voted in as
chairman.

traffic calming measures have been installed
making the car park a safer environment for
the young and elderly alike. The centre still
needs additional committee members to
share the work load and to help with
continuing to keep this splendid facility
available to us all. If you can help in any
way then please contact the TRC secretary
Dawn Oldland.
The Batch from Cllr Orme The Batch
Management Committee looks back on
another successful year. The newsletter
remains well supported by its regular
contributors and local tradesmen. The
committee would like to thank the Editor,
Rachel Prior, for the way she came forward
to fill Pat Main’s shoes when she retired to
Greece. The transition was seamless and
throughout the year Rachel has kept the
standard of production very high. The
committee is sad to hear that she feels she
can no longer give the task the time it needs
and is stepping down. The committee would
also like to thank its new sponsor, Karen
Killpatrick of Lavender Cottage B&B.
Parishioners Matters On the triangle of
land known as the Pound a Dunkerton
resident has requested whether the conifer
here can be removed as it has grown too
large. Cllrs will visit the site and clerk to put
on the agenda for the next meeting.
Annual Rotary Club Awards This year
DPC nominated two local residents, Paul
Wadsworth for his, at times, almost single
handed dedication over many years in
preserving the TRC as a community facility,
and Marilyn Gardiner who completely on her
own initiative, regularly and voluntarily
undertakes litter picking to help keep the
parish looking neat and tidy. The Rotary
Club Awards, in recognition of their
outstanding contribution to the community,
were presented to Marilyn and Paul on
behalf of the Rotary Club by the then Parish
Council Chairman at the Tunley Recreation
Centre Annual General meeting.

Report of Dunkerton Parish Council’s
Annual Parish Council Meeting Thursday
14 May 2015
Parish Representatives Reports
Dunkerton Parish Hall Cllr Taylor The
hall is financially sound and improvement
works are being made.
Dunkerton Cricket Club Cllr Orme on
behalf of Martin Robinson Through a
member of the club the parish council
continue to endeavour to make contact with
the club in order to develop an agreement
between the club and the parish council to
ensure the future of the club.
Dunkerton Green and Orchard. Cllr
Orme The completion of the formalities of
the purchase and dedication of the Orchard
occurred late last year. Little happened over
the cold months when fruit trees are best left
alone, but now the weather is warming up
the Manders Orchard Group will be looking
to establish a regular maintenance session to
encourage participation, foster the sense of
shared ownership in a community asset and
enable people, especially families, to enjoy
the new amenity throughout the summer.
Tunley Recreation Centre Cllr Patch The
past year has seen the number of regular
users increase to nine and, in addition, the
casual user rate has held up well, all be it
with a slightly more moderate increase. The
centre’s finances continue on a sound
footing. Long needed improvements to the
security of the site have been installed; the
new height barrier is now operational whilst
7
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Parish Council Meeting Dates for
2015/16
All parish council meetings will be held on
Thursdays commencing 7.30 pm. The dates and
venues are as follows:
Thursday
23 July 2015
TRC
Thursday
24 September 2015
DPH
Thursday
15 October 2015
TRC
Thursday
26 November 2015
DPH
Thursday
28 January 2016
TRC

TUNLEY VILLAGE
RECREATION
CENTRE
CONTACT US: You can contact our Secretary
with any questions or general enquiries
secretary@tunleyrec.org.uk.
All booking enquiries to enquiries@tunleyrec.org.uk
or Phone 01761 479165.
Anyone wishing to help in any way with the running
of our centre’s facilities please contact the Secretary
at the above email address.
.

barling08@yahoo.com
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NEED A VENUE?
TUNLEY RECREATION CENTRE has a
modern facility which is ideal for your Wedding
Reception, Parties, Meetings, Classes and Business
Meeting requirements.
The accommodation consists of Bar, Kitchen
with serving area, Seating at round tables for up to
80 persons.
For Talks and Meetings we can
accommodate up to a 120 persons. The facility has
disabled persons access and toilet. There is ample
on site Car Parking and an outside children’s play
area.
For all booking enquiries, including hall
availability email us enquiries@tunleyrec.org.uk or
telephone 01761 479165.
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Usually there is a match every Saturday at
the Recreation Centre’s Ground. The
league games for the First team will start
on 22nd August & the Reserves team on
5th September, so please come along to
watch and support your local village
club.

Tunley
Athletic
Football Club
The Recreation
Ground, Tunley,
BA2 0EB

Should anyone be interested in
joining the club in any capacity please
contact anyone of the above for more
information.

Contacts
Keith Bridges - Chairman 07969 674857
Yvonne Dix - Secretary 07889 310041
Pete Fear & Bryan Moore - Life Members &
Tunley Residents
First Team - Somerset County Football
League - Division Two (East)
Manager – Duncan Fear 07921 176839
Reserve Team - Mid-Somerset Football
League - Second Division
Manager – Martin Cox 07704 137857

Two further burglaries of outbuildings have
been reported in recent days. A farm was
targeted in the Wellow area and several gas
heaters and tools have been taken. An
outbuilding in Hinton Charterhouse was
targeted and items removed but later found
discarded locally.
There was also theft of power tools from a
van in Axeford Way Peasedown St John.
The theft accrued between 8:30pm on
Monday 25th and 7am Tuesday 26th May.
The power tools were contained in a black
holdall, it is possible that the bag may have
been removed whilst the van was parked in
Axeford Way or outside the Tesco express
Peasedown St John first thing in the
morning. Any information please call 101
and quote 54737/15 or contact crime
stoppers on 0800 555 111. Thank You.
If you have information about any crime,
phone the police on 101 or you can call
anonymously to the independent charity
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.
For general information about
Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the
website.

We held a successful 8-a-side
Tournament and Tug ‘O’ War on the
afternoon of Sunday 14th June with 13
teams taking part. The Catkings squad
won the tournament with the Tunley
Legends the Tug ‘O’ War. With a bouncy
castle, face painting and tattoos, the
younger fans were amused. A BBQ and
the usual refreshments were available all
day and even the ice cream van turned
up. Thanks goes to all who took part and
all our wonderful helpers for their
commitment.
We are now looking forwarded to the
2015-16 season. Training has started at
the ground on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings. If you are interested in joining
in, please contact one of the managers
above.
The Freda Hookings Memorial Match this
year is on Saturday 8th August 2015
against Frome Town Sports with the kick
off at 3pm. Do come along and watch
this annual event.
10
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Support your Local Tradesmen
PRW Group Ltd – Electrical,
Fire & Security Systems
Installation & Maintenance
Contractors – Tel: 01761 419909 or
visit www.prwgroup.co.uk

Bryan G Bishop : Funeral
Directors and Monumental
Masons 01761 412046

B
Gilbert
–
Roofing and
Construction Tiling,
slating,
leadwork, UPVC fascia, carpentry,
guttering
work, extensions
and
refurbishment undertaken. Tel: 01225
336806 Mob: 07725950177

Darren Wilkins Electrical
Contractors Ltd, Electrical
Contractor 017614 15310
info@dwilkinselectrical.co.uk

Your ad here?

Martin Beck: Tunley Grounds &
Gardens - All Year Round
Garden Care - Lawn cutting, turfing,

www.bryangbishop.co.uk

CP Plumbing & Heating –
Local 24hr Emergency Callout Service.
Gas, Oil & LPG (Gas Safe and OFTEC
Registered.) Services incl maintenance
or new installations for plumbing,
heating & bathrooms. Free estimates.
Call Chris on 01761 436797 or 07921
129168

Gas Boiler Services
(Nat Gas+LPG) Gas Safe
Registered. Landlord Certificates.
Electrical work. General Plumbing +
Heating. 24 hr callout. Free estimates.
Andy A. G. Services 01761 471246/
07968 505646 info@agservicesbristol.co.uk

Secure Door Services,
Radstock Road, Midsomer
Norton, BA3 2AD 01761
419999 | 01225 729009 | 0117 3035030
Respectful - Responsive - Fair Trustworthy

D Hurle Plastering Service

spraying, fencing, hedge & tree work.
07731 903678 or 01761 479299

Nicholas J Maggs: Funeral
Directors, Private Rest Rooms
and Chapel of Rest - Highfields

Lye Services – General.

House, Bath Road, Oakhill, Near Bath,
Somerset BA3 5AF 01749 840499 or
01761 418921 or 01749 346567

Building, groundworks, driveways,
fencing, paths, patios and landscaping.
Mini digger/driver. Free estimates. Call
Ron on 01761 471027 or 07515
476995 or Ashley on 0779 4911496

IAIN COTTON: Fine hand
carved lettering and stone
carving. Headstones, house signs and

Bath Plasterwork. Ornamental
plasterwork specialist, traditional
lime & general plastering.

gifts. See my work at
www.iaincotton.co.uk Tel. 01761
472768 or 07791 606562.
iaincotton@dsl.pipex.com

Repairs/existing plasterwork
reproduced. Free quotes. For more
information & full range of cornice,
roses and plaster mouldings visit
www.bathplasterwork.co.uk or call
01761 479366 or 07775 997142

At Your Home – Care: maintain

Michael Weaver Private Hire

independence in your own home. We
supply companionship, light domestic
duties, personal care etc. Care Quality
Commission licensed. 01225 430 450,
e-mail info@careatyourhome.co.uk
www.atyourhome.co.uk

Airport & Local Transfers.
Can take 4 people + luggage
Please contact me for a quote.
01761 436449 - 07740841255
email - mikejweaver@icloud.com

Seasoned firewood for sale Loads

Home From Home Dog Boarding

Competitive rates. Reliable and
friendly. No job too small. Free quotes.
07849 717702

or bags available. Phone Rich 01761
434678 or 07971 670037.

all home comforts for your dog whilst
you are away. 0790 586 3791

Val Hurle Unisex Mobile
Hairdresser Bridal hair and make-

Slimming World. Tuesdays 7.30pm at
Peasdown Cricket Club.
For more info please contact Becky.
Tel: 01761 751075 Mob: 07894
907827

Westcroft Homecare. Friendly,

up. Unisex Beauty Treatments
(homebased in Westfield) Waxing,
nails, facial, reflexology, massage,
shampoo set, blowdry etc.
Visit www.valhurle.com 01761 436764

Hartley Landscapes Walls,
drives, patios, decking, fencing,
pergolas, planting, turfing, water
features, design. Call Nik on 01225
423197 or 07830 224181
www.landscapingbath.co.uk

Van For Hire, self drive or with
driver, also tow a van TRAILER for
hire, local or distance. Call Derek on
Tunley (01761) 479455 or
d.r.bourne@btinternet.com for
competitive quotes

compassionate and professional. Care
in your own home when you need it, to
maintain your independence. Call
01225 446903 for a free no obligation
assessment. CQC Registered.
www.westcroftcare.co.uk
info@westcroftcare.co.uk
Digg-ery Digger for all your diggery needs, with or without operator. To
hire dig-ery contact Emma Mannings
07745016277
e.mannings72@gmail.com or see
www.Digg-ery.co.uk

Tradesman’s Directory: Want to advertise here? One-off fee of £20 for 10 issues (1 year). Send your cheque payable to
‘The Batch’ together with details of your entry to: The Batch, c/o Rose Cottage, Dunkerton, Bath BA2 8BH.
The Batch Committee bears no direct responsibility for the quality of services advertised above.
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