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Dunkerton & Tunley Parish Council Meeting held at Tunley Recreation Centre 10 May 2018 

 
Present:  Cllrs: David Orme (Chairman)   Martin Robinson 

Robert Gardiner     Di Prescott 

Nick Patch (Vice Chair)    Anna Fraenkel 

Adrian Ashley     Nigel Mannings  

District Cllr David Veale 

 

Clerk: Kathryn Manchee     1 Parishioner 

 

1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.      Ryan Iyavoo due to work commitments.  

2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS.      None.   

3.   ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN.   Cllr Patch took the chair and as there were no other nominations Cllr Orme was 

unanimously elected as chairman 

4.   RECEIVE THE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE BY THE CHAIRMAN. Cllr Orme signed 

the declaration of acceptance of the office of Chairman witnessed by the Clerk. Cllr Orme took the chair. 

5.   ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN.  It was proposed Cllr Orme that Cllr Patch continue as vice chairman.  As 

there were no other nominations Cllr Patch was duly elected as vice chairman. 

6.   RECEIVE THE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE BY THE VICE CHAIRMAN. Cllr Patch 

signed the declaration of acceptance of the office of Vice Chairman, which was witnessed by the Clerk. 

7.   REAPPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR.  Proposed Cllr Orme, Seconded Cllr Fraenkel that the current 

internal auditor be reappointed. Approved. 

8.   REPRESENTATIVES ON PARISH ORGANISATIONS. 

8.1 Receive Reports from Parish Representatives 

Dunkerton Parish Hall – Cllr Gardiner:  No meetings had been held recently and the Annual General Meeting had not 

yet been held.   Finances are healthy 

Manders Orchard - Cllr Orme: Steady progress has been maintained in tidying up the orchard and pruning the trees. 

The visibility from the junction towards Dunkerton Hill is improving over time. We remain very grateful for the 

continuing interest and involvement of the Manders family. During the year we suffered the unexpected loss of one 

mature tree, but were pleased to receive a donation of two young trees. Most recently, of course, the orchard has been 

vastly improved by the hedge laying. The newly opened aspect with its grandstand view of the cricket ground should 

encourage more use by spectators and the Cricket Club 

Tunley Recreation Centre – Cllr Patch: The TRC AGM is being held on 26 June.  In discussion, in its capacity as 

custodian trustee the parish council expressed concern about the visibility of its governance and communication with the 

parish council.  It was decided that the Chairman would write to express the concerns and invite TRC representation at the 

next meeting of the parish council. 

The Batch - Cllr Orme:  The Batch has had another steady year, relying on its core of regular contributors and 

advertisers. There have, however, been interesting and informative additional articles at times. The Batch remains 

financially healthy. As at this time last year, it bears mention that the newsletter is being produced by committee 

members. It would be good, and perhaps inject some new perspective, if we could find a new Editor. 

8.2 Appointment of Parish Representatives: It was agreed that the existing representatives would be reappointed except 

for the Dunkerton Parish Hall where the representative will now be Cllr Mannings and the TRC representative role which 

will remain vacant until the next parish council meeting.  It was unanimously agreed not to seek to appoint a formal parish 

council representative to the cricket club as the parish council has an excellent working relationship with the club via a 

parishioner. 

9.   APPOINTMENTS TO GRIEVANCE AND DISCIPLINARY SUB-COMMITTEES.  It was unanimously 

approved that the existing members of each committee be reappointed i.e. Cllr Prescott, Cllr Robinson and Cllr Fraenkel 

members of the grievance sub committee and Cllr Gardiner, Cllr Orme and Cllr Patch members of the disciplinary sub 

committee.   

10.  CLERK AND RFO’S CONTRACT. It was unanimously approved that the current clerk and responsible financial 

officer should continue to be employed by the council under the existing contract. 

11.  APPROVAL OF NEW STANDING ORDERS. The new standing orders were unanimously approved. 
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12.  REVIEW AND CONFIRM OR AMEND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS.  It was unanimously approved that the 

council’s financial regulations required no amendments. 

13.  REVIEW AND CONFIRM OR AMEND PAYING THE CLERK’S SALARY BY STANDING ORDER.  It was 

unanimously approved that the parish council continue to pay the clerk’s salary by standing order.  

14.  REVIEW AND CONFIRM OR AMEND BANKING ARRANGEMENTS AND BANK MANDATE. 

It was unanimously approved that the banking arrangements and bank mandate remain the same.   

15.  APPROVAL OF THE GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS FORMS (CONSENT FORM, 

PRIVACY NOTICES AND DATA PROTECTION POLICY).  It was proposed Cllr Orme, seconded Cllr Patch that 

the Forms that had been produced (from NALC Templates) in order that the Parish Council met its responsibilities under 

the new GDPR be adopted.  Unanimously approved. 

16.  QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS.  

Truespeed has been found to be installing poles in Withyditch despite reassurances that their cables would go on existing 

poles or underground.  Following a site meeting, it is hoped that the cables will now be trunked underground. 

17.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 15 MARCH.  The minutes of the meeting held on 15 

March, having previously been circulated, were agreed to be accurate; proposed by Cllr Patch, seconded Cllr Mannings.  

Approved and signed by the Chairman of the meeting. 

18   MATTERS ARISING.  

18.1   Change of Contact Address for the Land Registry.  This is underway for 4 titles. Action remains open with Cllr 

Robinson and the Clerk. 

18.2   Tunley-Overdale Footpath.    Resurfacing work will take place soon, though no specific date had been given. 

Action remains open with Cllr Robinson. 

18.3   AVS Footpath. Following a refusal by BANES to prioritise this local scheme over their strategic infrastructure 

projects, efforts had been successful via ALCA to get a working group set up to campaign to get BANES to spend CIL 

money on local infrastructure improvements. Action remains open with the Clerk and Cllr Robinson. 

18.4    Response to Consultation on Fly Tipping.  The parish council response had been submitted and copied to 

BANES Cllr Bob Goodman. Action closed. 

18.5  Manders Orchard Hedge Laying.  The parish council has received many compliments on the excellent job done 

by the contractors. Action Closed. 

18.6 National planning Policy Framework Consultation.  As the revision to the NPPF reflects many of the areas of 

interest to the parish council a short, supportive response would be submitted. Action with the Chairman. 

19.  URGENT BUSINESS AS AGREED BY THE CHAIRMAN.  None. 

20   FINANCE. 

20.1 Financial Report including report on performance against budget 2017/2018.  The balance of funds as at 10 

May was £16,879.82 and without earmarked CIL reserves was £11,948.82.  Total receipts for the year end were £4891 up 

against budget and total expenditure for the year was £1981 up against budget, resulting in a surplus of £3522 (the budget 

forecast a £611 surplus.)  A report on the key variances at year end against the budget had been circulated prior to the 

meeting. Cllr Robinson commented that if we removed variances on unexpected events (such as CIL receipts and delays 

between expenditure and grant funding) then the actual income and expenditure at year end was in line with the budget. 

 20.2  Approval of Purchase and Payment for Public Defibrillator for Tunley.  Initially, 3 options were presented at 

the meeting.  The first of these three options was the parish council to finance the purchase of 2 defibrillators. This was 

immediately discounted in light of the fact that the VAT couldn’t be reclaimed from the British Heart Foundation.  Of the 

two remaining options, option1 was that as the DPH had already purchased a defibrillator for the Dunkerton community a 

defibrillator for the community of Tunley should be purchased by the TRC, and the parish council would fund the 

purchase of 2 cabinets from the Community Infrastructure Levy Funds.  This would allow the parish council to reclaim 

the VAT on the 2 cabinets.  The other of the 2 remaining options on the table was to fund 2 defibrillators and 2 cabinets.  

It was proposed Cllr Mannings, seconded Cllr Prescott that the parish council funds the cabinets, i.e. approve Option 1.  

Unanimously approved. 

20.3  Payments for Approval. 

Payments to Ratify 

31 March Standing Order  Clerk’s Salary March    £395.72 

30 April Standing Order  Clerk’s Salary April    £408.27 

Cheques to Approve 
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10 May Cheque No 1062  Clerk’s Expenses Feb March   £92.38 

10 May Cheque  No 1063  External Audit 2016 2017   £120.00 

10 May Cheque  No 1064  SSE Lighting Maintenance Jan to March  £22.68 

10 May Cheque No 1065  Street lighting Electricity EON   £32.71 

10 May Cheque  No 1067  Hedge Laying     £936.00 

Proposed Cllr Robinson, seconded Cllr Mannings. Approved. 

20.4 Approval of Exemption Certificate for Exemption from External Audit.  As the income and expenditure for 

2017/2018 are both under £25,000 it was proposed Cllr Orme, seconded Cllr Robinson that the parish council exempts 

itself from seeking an external audit.  Approved.  The chairman and the responsible financial officer signed the exemption 

certificate to be submitted to the external auditors. 

20.5 Future of the Old Diesel Cricket Roller.  It was unanimously approved that, rather than sell it, the roller would 

be restored.  Cllrs Gardiner and Patch have relocated the roller and had begun to assess its condition. The Chairman would 

inform a known potential buyer that it was no longer for sale. 

20.6 Approval of a £50 Grant to the Wilts & Berks Canal Trust In recognition of all the high value help the parish 

council had received from Max Crofts, particularly in the areas of the cricket ground, land registration and custodian 

trusteeship, it was proposed Cllr Gardiner, seconded Cllr Prescott that the parish council awards a £50 grant to the Wilts 

& Berks Canal Trust.  Unanimously approved. 

20.7     Approval of Purchase and Installation of Gate in Field Adjacent to the Cricket Ground.   It was unanimously 

approved to fund the materials for this with installation being undertaken by volunteers. Thanks to Alex Gardiner, Cllr 

Gardiner and Cllr Patch for their work in removing the barbed wire. 

21.  PLANNING. 

21.1     Reports of BANES Planning Decisions.  The Clerk reported: 

Planning Application REF 16/06226/LBA Crossways House Crossways Lane Dunkerton: Internal and external 

alterations for the erection of front boundary wall, gates and railings; internal washroom alterations, removal of 

former car parking at front and rear and to return garden. Erection of new skittles building following demolition 

of existing. PENDING DECISION. 

Planning Application Ref 18/00542/VAR Crossways Park Fosseway Dunkerton Variation of condition 01 of 

application WB 004488Qto read 'The site shall be limited to a maximum of 11 caravans' (Continued use of land 

as a caravan site)  PERMITTED 

Planning Application REF 18/00956/VAR Application for Variation of Condition Parklands Tunley Road 

Tunley Bath  Variation of condition 10 of application 15/05447/FUL (Erection of three detached dwellings 

following demolition of existing buildings). PERMITTED 

Planning Application  Ref 18/00543/FUL Parcel 3393 Dunkerton Hill Dunkerton Bath The siting of 1no 

residential caravan  WITHDRAWN 

Ref 18/01328/LBA Church House, Church Road, Dunkerton Internal and external alterations for the 

replacement of an existing outbuilding to incorporate a family room, and office and bathroom. Erection of an 

external colonnade link between the existing house and replacement building, incorporating a rebuilt stone garden 

wall, and the formation of a door opening on the house north elevation. PENDING DECISION 

Planning Application 17/02588/EFUL - Parcel 4234 Combe Hay Lane, Combe Hay, Bath/Sulis Down erection 

of 171 residential units, open space, green infrastructure, landscaping and associated works including provision of 

vehicular access from Combe Hay Lane PENDING DECISION  

21.2 Planning Correspondence and other Planning Related Matters. Two responses from the parish council had 

been agreed and submitted between meetings: 

18/01675/FUL Parcel 2400, Fosseway, Englishcombe Installation of a hardstanding field access track – 

OBJECT due to highway safety.  BANES Highways has also objected to this application on similar grounds. 

18/01786/AGRN Lower Tunley Farm, Stoneage Lane, Tunley – SUPPORT. 

It was additionally reported that, as planning lead, Cllr Robinson had requested from BANES planning their view on a 

development in the parish. B&NES planning enforcement has consequently opened an unauthorized development file and 

is considering the possible unauthorized erection of a single storey building on land to the front of the principal elevation 

of the existing property. 

22.   NEW ISSUES RAISED BY CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, B&NES, ALCA, NALC.    

22.1 B&NES Council Street Trading Consultation.   It was agreed not to respond to this consultation. 
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23.   HIGHWAYS, PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY AND WASTE/RECYCLING ISSUES – OTHER ISSUES FOR 

D&TPC CONSIDERATION AND/OR DECISION.   
23.1   A367 Review.  Tree works were due to start in about 2 weeks’ time at Dunkerton Bridge and along the Peasedown 

by-pass, this work is being undertaken as part of the safety review.  This first phase is purely vegetation related. 

Improvements to signs and road markings will follow on later once B&NES has agreed a programme with its contractor. 

23.2   Support to Vulnerable Parishioners.  Cllr Franekel reported on the helping parishioners initiative in response to 

the communication via Facebook from a parishioner concerned about the lack of help for her mother during the very cold 

snap earlier in the year. It was reported that a breakfast club will be established and a support system put in place where 

people can ask for help. This will be advertised in the Batch and by a letter delivered to all households. Parish clerk to 

check letter for compliance with GDPR before it is delivered. 

23.3  HGVs Using the Bridge by the Church. Concern had been expressed about possible damage to the bridge over the 

Cam in Dunkerton village due to heavy lorries driving over it. It was noted that, on a previous occasion, advice had been 

correctly sought from BANES and conditions imposed re site access over bridge. This would be checked again with 

BANES. 

23.4  Commemorative Bench. Cllr Gardiner reported that he had been asked by a parishioner if the parish council would 

consider funding a commemorative bench at Dunkerton Cricket Ground in memory of a parishioner who was a keen 

cricketer and supporter of the now closed Dunkerton Cricket Club. It was suggested by councillors that cloud funding 

might be a route for the parishioner to consider as the council is not in a position to fund the request. 

24.   OTHER ISSUES FOR THE ATTENTION OF WARD CLLR DAVID VEALE.  Cllr Veale asked for feedback 

on the new rubbish collection arrangements, and reported on redundancies within BANES council. 

25.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING.  The next parish council meeting is on 21 June at the TRC. 

 

The meeting was closed at 9.02 pm 


