
PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
(APM) to be held at the TRC 12 April 2018 
 

There can be, and often is, confusion between the APM and the Annual General Meeting of 
the Parish Council. 

 

An APM is not a Parish Council meeting. However the Parish Council is required by law to 

organise and run it:  

 
“Annual Parish Meeting - Local Government Act 1972 SCHEDULE 12 Part III 

All Parish and Town Councils throughout England are required by law to hold an Annual Parish 

Meeting, which must take place between 1st March and the 1st June (inclusive). Meetings should not 

commence before 6.00 pm. 

Purpose of the Annual Parish Meeting 

The meeting acts as an annual democratic point of communication enabling the Parish Council to 

explain what it has been doing over the last year and providing an opportunity for the electors to have 

their say on anything they consider is important to the people of the Parish.” 

 
In my view, whilst this is undoubtedly a noble civic intent it reflects an outlook on life as lived 
when I was in the 6th Form: before the huge political and social upheavals of the 80s and 
90s, and before the internet and social media revolutionised the way government at all levels 
communicates with everybody.  
 
The efficiency and effectiveness of the APM in this context and in this parish, as indicated by 
declining turnouts over the years, is worth questioning. I will take declining attendances as a 
good sign – it is evidence that, generally, there is good communication in the parish about 
issues that matter, and that no-one thinks they have to wait until an APM comes round once 
in a twelvemonth to contact the Parish Council with their concerns or suggestions. 
 
Throughout the year, the Parish Council has delivered on its intent for regular, open 
engagement and communication with parishioners. We have offered opportunities for 
parishioners to keep informed and engaged through personal contact with Cllrs (face to face, 
by post, by phone, by email) by attendance at Parish Council meetings, public meetings, 
through reports and minutes on notice boards, The Batch, the parish website and, latterly, a 
Parish Council Facebook page. 
 
We continue to engage readily, positively, helpfully and as far as is possible openly with 
BANES. As judged by the attitudes and issues raised by some other BANES Parish Councils 
at regional meetings, we clearly enjoy a particularly productive and informative relationship 
with BANES Councillors and officers. The result of the shared, upbeat commitment and 
discipline in our way of working is that, in our dealings with BANES, I think that as a small 
rural parish we punch above our weight. 
 
The detail of all the issues dealt with by the Parish Council over the last year has been made 
available in all the ways I have listed and in a timely manner. I don’t intend or feel it 
necessary to repeat it all again in this report. Additionally, I will leave the financial report to 
Kathryn as the Parish Council’s “Responsible Financial Officer”.   
 
I will instead highlight a few significant issues that have required particular attention, 
persistence, discussion and action during the year, then open up the APM to parishioners for 
any questions. 
 



The issues to note are: 
 

-     In Tunley, we have suffered frustrating and protracted complications surrounding 
the creation of the Tunley-Overdale footpath and, particularly, the associated traffic 
calming. There have been issues with its design, implementation, a flawed “safety” 
audit and the sluggish pace of remedial works. Progress has been dependent on the 
dogged determination of Cllr Martin Robinson and our District Councillor, David 
Veale. We may see it finally complete by mid-May. 

 
-   In Dunkerton, the notable activity was all that surrounding the proposal to create 
the Wickets Café and Community Centre at the cricket ground.  Dunkerton Fair was 
held at the cricket ground in June, and I’d like to recognise the sterling efforts of the 
Fair Committee in tidying the pavilion up and in delivering such a successful event. 
Additionally, special mention is due for Emma Mannings & Joel Oversby-Adams who 
pushed the Wickets Café project through and led efforts to secure EU Funding for it. 
Sadly, insurmountable financial, planning and VAT issues finally conspired against 
the working group, and the proposal was reluctantly shelved. At least during the 
uncertainty of all that work a positive and successful relationship was established and 
built with Bristol Lions cricket club. It is good to know that the cricket ground will, for 
the foreseeable future, be used again. The club’s fixture list for the 2018 season is 
available from The Clerk and will, I believe, also be published in The Batch.  
 
-     After several months (perhaps years?) of expectation, we are now in contact with 
BANES about a proper Safety Review of the A367.  This review was mis-reported by 
others recently in The Journal as being complete, and its outcomes published. That 
was not the case. An initial improvement for us will be a significant clearance of the 
vegetation along the northbound carriageway down the hill from the Bridleway/White 
Ox Mead Lane crossroads round the bend past the lay by to improve the sight lines 
approaching the bridge and the rat-runners’ favourite junction with Combe Hay Lane. 
 
-   More widely, over the year we have gradually but unavoidably been made more 
and more aware of the financial pressures on BANES. These pressures have been 
repeated by BANES and detailed in local publications. The signs and indications are 
that, in future, if we want things improved we will have to do more ourselves, or fund 
changes ourselves (either directly or through fund-raising efforts) or go without. In 
this context it is sad, and a little worrying, that we got no response to a small tender 
for the maintenance of Public Rights Of Way in the parish. I will make just a passing 
comment here, to manage expectations – when I say “we will have to do more 
ourselves” I want to make it clear I do NOT mean the Parish Council is going to fill all 
the gaps and do it all for you. Rather, I am raising the question of how far everyone in 
the parish will in future be prepared not just to raise problems or suggestions but to 
step forward and help deliver solutions. We will see.   

 
I will close by recording my thanks to our Clerk, Kathryn, for her outstanding support and the 
wise guidance provided to us all during the last year.   
 
Also, I record my thanks to all my fellow Cllrs for their help and patience during my year as 
Chairman.  I am particularly pleased that during the year we have filled all the seats on the 
Parish Council:  big thanks and welcome to Nigel Mannings and Ryan Iyavoo for stepping 
up. It is reassuring that we have 2 new faces from the valley, and the Parish Council looks 
more balanced now. 
 
Cllr David Orme 
Chairman D&TPC 
16 March 2018 


