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Dunkerton & Tunley Parish Council Meeting held at Dunkerton Parish Hall 26 July 2018 

 
Present:  Cllrs: David Orme (Chairman)   Nick Patch (Vice Chairman)    

  Robert Gardiner     Di Prescott 

Anna Fraenkel     Adrian Ashley 

Martin Robinson 

Clerk: Kathryn Manchee     1 Parishioner 

 

1      Apologies for Absence.      Cllr Mannings and District Cllr Veale. 

2      Declaration of Interests by Cllrs and Dispensations.  None. 

3      Issues raised by Parishioners not covered elsewhere in the Agenda.     
3.1   Drone Flying Over Dunkerton Village.  A parishioner had been disturbed by a drone flying over their garden.  

Therefore they contacted the police resulting in the Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) providing them with some 

guidance on the current rules.  The parishioner was happy with this police response and the parish council will attach the 

guidance to the minutes and post on Facebook and the website.     

4      Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting 21 June.      The minutes of the meeting held on 21 June having 

previously been circulated were agreed to be accurate; proposed by Cllr Patch, seconded Cllr Robinson.  Approved and 

signed by the Chairman of the meeting. 

5      Matters Arising.  

5.1   Report from the Parish Council Representative on the Tunley Recreation Centre AGM.  The AGM was 

attended by 19 local residents and Cllrs Orme, Patch, Gardiner & Robinson.   In the absence of a chairman, Paul 

Wadsworth stood in and chaired the meeting. It was reported to be a very downbeat pessimistic meeting with little 

enthusiasm shown.  The first meeting of the new TRC committee was held on 24th July.  This was a most successful 

meeting with a new committee being formed with 11 members, a new treasurer & bookings secretary was appointed 

together with a new secretary. However, the new committee is still looking for a new chairman. A brand new “TRC 

Friends” group was formed consisting of 9 members, with hopefully more joining as the ball starts rolling.  The meeting 

was very upbeat with many new ideas for fund raising coming forward.  The meeting approved the purchase by the TRC 

of a defibrillator.  There are at two possible locations, either the bus shelter or the phone box.  The telephone box is the 

most suitable but it will need an electricity supply. The Clerk would contact the relevant utility company about this.  Once 

the defibrillator is selected the housing cabinet is to be purchased by the parish council.  The committee meeting had 

closed with a positive feeling in the air that a corner has been turned and a brighter future lay ahead for the TRC.  The 

next meeting of the committee and friends group is on Tuesday 14th August 7:30pm at the TRC. 

5.2   AVS Footpath. Nothing new to report. Action remains with Cllr Robinson. 

5.3   Tunley-Overdale Footpath.  The work now complete.  Action therefore closed.    

5.4   Community Support and Events. The first breakfast club will start in Tunley on the 3
rd

 Sunday in September. 

Action remains with Cllr Fraenkel. 

5.5   Update on Defibrillator for Tunley.   This had been addressed under the TRC AGM report. Action remains with 

Cllr Prescott. 

5.6   Response from First Bus to Complaint about Buses not Stopping.   The clerk had not yet received a reply.  There 

are reports that the hospital bus service from the Park and Ride will be discontinued.  The Clerk was to check with the 

public transport department at BANES Council. 

(Post Meeting note: It was confirmed that Wessex is to cease providing the service with effect from 31
st
 August. First Bus 

will then provide the 42 Service for a 6 month trial period. More news will be published in The Batch.) 

5.7    Tunley Village Clean Up Day.     There was nothing to report, and it was agreed that until any further involvement 

is required of D&TPC the issue will not appear on future agendas.  

6      Urgent Business as Agreed by the Chairman.   
Planning Application REF 18/03132/FUL Wisteria House, Bath Road Tunley: Erection of a first storey extension over 

garage to provide master bedroom with en-suite and dressing room.  The parish council unanimously supported this 

application as it complies with the core strategy and placemaking plan. 

7        Finance. 

7.1  Payments to Approve. 

Payments to Ratify 
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13 June  Cheque No 1076  Data Protection Fee    £40.00 

30 June  Standing Order   Clerk’s Salary June    £408.27 

Cheques to Approve 

26 July  Cheque No 1077  Street Lighting Maintenance   £22.68 

26 July  Cheque No 1078  Street Lighting Electricity    £37.00 

Proposed Cllr Robinson,  Seconded Cllr Prescott. Approved. 

7.2     Financial Report.    

The balance of funds as at 26 July is £15,420.21 and without the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) reserves 

£11,126.12.    Forecast against Budget 2018-2019 1st quarter: total receipts are forecast to be up £18 at year end as 

compared to budget.  Total payments are forecast to be up by £597.  A report on the key variances had circulated before 

the meeting and no questions were raised on it. Overall this means that a deficit of £ 1556.70 is forecast compared to the 

budget which resulted in a £978.31 deficit.  However, if we remove the CIL money expenditure (as CIL money 

expenditure was not included in the approved budget) there is a surplus of £594. 

8     Planning. 

8.1   Reports of BANES Planning Decisions. 

Planning Application REF 16/06226/LBA Crossways House Crossways Lane Dunkerton: Internal and 

external alterations for the erection of front boundary wall, gates and railings; internal washroom alterations, 

removal of former car parking at front and rear and to return garden. Erection of new skittles building following 

demolition of existing. PENDING DECISION. 

18/01675/FUL Parcel 2400, Fosseway, Englishcombe: Installation of a hardstanding field access track – 

PENDING DECISION 

18/02238/FUL North Hill Farm Tunley Road: Change of use from cattle yards to industrial storage (use class 

B8) – PENDING DECISION 

18/02535/FUL 10 Brooklands Dunkerton:  Erection of first floor side extension over existing single storey 

extension with loft room and rear dormer – PENDING DECISION 

18/02915/AGRN Lower Tunley Farm Stoneage Lane: Erection of walls around the existing silage clamp - NO 

NEED FOR FULL PLANNING APPLICATION TO BE SUBMITTED. 

18/00026/UNDEV: Cllrs noted B&NES development management comment on an issue of a perceived breach of 

planning regulations and the factors bearing on any submission by the owner of a retrospective planning 

application. There were no actions required of D&TPC.   

8.2 Planning Applications for D&TPC Consideration: 

REF 18/02782/FUL Tyning House Bath Road Tunley Erection of a double garage to the rear of the property and 

demolition of existing side double garage:  Subject to conditions being attached the parish council unanimously 

supported this application as it complies with the core strategy and placemaking plan. 

9     Issues Raised by Central Government, B&NES, ALCA, NALC.   None. 

10   Highways, Public Rights of Way and Waste Recycling – Any New Issues for D&TPC Consideration and/or 

Decision. 

10.1 Approval of Wayleave Agreement with Truespeed.   A wayleave agreement covering all the work required in 

or on parish council owned land had not yet been provided, so it could not be approved. 

10.2 Update on Truespeed Installation Progress Across the Parish. A public meeting had been held in Tunley at 

which Truespeed managers gave what was believed by attendees to be a very optimistic forecast of when their service will 

go live in the parish.   There was a feeling that, for commercial reasons, Truespeed seemed less interested in delivering 

against their advertised schedule, seeing tasks through to a successful conclusion in specific areas, and more interested in 

racing to ensure some implementation activities were going on all over Somerset . 

10.3 Parish Rights of Way and the Deregulation Act 2015.  While news was awaited on the likely implementation 

date of this related legislation, it was agreed that the parish council would start work to ensure all rights of way were 

shown on the Definitive Map of public rights of way.  An article would be put in the Batch asking parishioners if they 

know of any rights of way that are not on the map at present.   

11    Other Issues for the Attention of Ward Cllr Veale. None. 

12    Date of Next Meeting.  23rd August Tunley Recreation Centre - only if needed for urgent business - and 20th 

September Dunkerton Parish Hall.    The meeting was closed at 8.30 pm 
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Info Provided by PCSO to Parishioner Regarding Drones 
 
What are Drones? 
 
Drones are simply aircraft that are remotely controlled by a person on the ground. They were once exclusively used by the 
military when it was deemed too dangerous to send a manned aircraft to complete a task. However, drones are now 
becoming more popular with businesses and the general public as technology gets better, sizes get smaller and the cost 
goes down. 
 
Are drones legal? 
 
The short answer is yes. However there are rules and regulations that you must adhere to in order to ensure you are on 
the right side of the law. As drones are still quite new, the law around their use is constantly evolving so it is a good idea 
to ensure that you are fully up-to-date with the latest changes. The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) issues guidance on 
using drones for both private and commercial use. 
 
What are the rules for flying drones in the UK? 
 
Generally:  As a general rule, unless the drone pilot has permission from the CAA, he or she should not be flying a 
camera equipped drone within 150m of a 'congested area' (e.g. town or city) or at a public event. The definition of a 
congested area in relation to a city, town or settlement means any area which is substantially used for residential, 
industrial, commercial or recreational purposes 
When the pilot does have permission from the CAA, such flights are usually restricted to flight distances no closer than 
50m from people, vehicles and structures that are not 'under the control' of the pilot. 
These restrictions mean that the use of a drone in public places is limited and often not suitable or legal unless the 
operator has received the appropriate permission from the CAA. 
 
Personal Use:   If you are flying your drone for personal use you must ensure you follow the below rules: 
 
• Your drone must weigh under 20kg 
• You can't fly above 400 feet in altitude or 500 metres from you horizontally  
• Ensure your drone is always in sight 
• If you intend to record in an area where people are, you must inform them before you start. 
• Always keep away from aircraft, helicopters, airports and airfields 
• Use your common sense and fly your aircraft safely 
 
If your drone is fitted with a camera there are additional regulations you must follow: 
 
• You must not fly within 50 metres of people, vehicles, buildings or vessels 
• Your drone must not be flown within 150 metres of a congested area or any large group of people such as a 
concert or sporting event as you may be prosecuted. 
 
Can you fly a drone over someone's house? The drone's exact altitude may not seem crucial, but it is unclear if 
landowners get to decide who can fly a drone over their property at 100 or even 300 feet, because no one has actually 
decided yet who owns this slice of airspace. 
 
Commercial Use: 
 
If you intend to use the drone for commercial purposes you must have permission from the CAA and comply with 
additional laws governing their use. To get guidance on operating permissions for drones see the CAA's website for the 
latest information and regulations regarding drone use. 
 
Problems With Drones – What Should You Do? 
 
The majority of drones are used for good and legitimate purposes. But despite new recommendations for operating 
drones appropriately to protect individual privacy, some consumers are concerned that drones may be gathering too much 
information. Homeowners afraid of being harassed may not know what the laws are for dealing with drones. The now 
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infamous "drone slayer”* incident is a case in point - a nervous homeowner who felt that a drone might be watching his 
family shot it down, spurring an ongoing court case with the drone owner.  
 
Here's what you can do if you feel that a drone is spying on you. 
 
1. Ask the operator to tell you what they are doing. In the vast majority of cases, any drone you see is simply doing its job 
or taking generic footage. If you can see the operator, ask: but wait until they're not in the middle of a flight. Commercial 
operators are required by law to keep their drone in sight and for safety they need to concentrate on their controllers, so 
they may not respond to you immediately. That drone you see in your neighbourhood is probably nothing to do with you, 
even if flying at low altitude: the camera may very well be focused on the property for sale next door, or the new 
construction going on down the street. It's important to understand the legitimate commercial applications of drones that 
may be taking place in residential neighbourhoods: property inspections, roofing assessments, measurements for solar 
installations, or real estate photos are all good reasons for drones to be flying low in your area. If you don't see the 
operator, look carefully: as mentioned above, responsible operators should be keeping their drone in sight. If you can't 
find the operator and the drone is clearly hovering outside of a window or over your property, you may have a legitimate 
complaint. 
 
2. Check the byelaws in your area, and define your complaint. Assuming that you really are being stalked or spied on by a 
person using a drone, it’s important to define your complaint. Any law being broken probably doesn't relate to drone law: it 
relates to existing laws prohibiting harassment or peeping toms. If it's the noise that bothers you, check to see if your area 
has noise byelaws. If you feel that images or video are being taken of you or your family without your permission, check 
the laws about privacy where you are; they may differ based on whether the harassment occurs at your home where you 
have a reasonable expectation of privacy or in a public place. Very few areas - like Hollywood - have specific local laws 
against the use of a drone for the purpose of taking pictures of people's property. If you simply don't like the idea of a 
drone flying over your property, you may be out of luck. Do not ever interfere with a drone flying overhead. You not only 
cause a safety issue when the drone falls (it could land on a pedestrian or car below) but you may also find yourself on 
the wrong side of the law. 
 
3. Document the Occurrence. If you have a drone complaint, be sure to document it carefully at the time that it occurs. 
Record the exact time and date. Get as much information as you can about the make and model drone, and take pictures 
if you are able to. If you see a number written on the side of the drone, write it down - both recreational and commercial 
drones are supposed to be registered. Drones have a short battery life and don't stick around for long - by the time you 
call the authorities the drone may very well be gone. 
 
4. Call the police and (maybe) report the incident to the CAA. As specified above, most complaints of spying or 
harassment don't fall under "drone laws" but relate to the normal laws that prevent stalking and peeping toms. The 
appropriate authorities to deal with complaints are the same whether the perpetrator is using a drone or binoculars: the 
local police force should be called in. The CAA may be called in if it is determined that the drone was being operated 
illegally or in an unsafe way to deal with those violations; in general, local law enforcement may ask for their collaboration 
directly when required. 
 
Almost every drone you see in the sky really is just doing its job, or taking aerial images of wide landscapes in which the 
people are indistinguishable. A drone flying at significant altitude is taking images in a huge scale; that's what makes them 
amazing. But if you do see a drone peeking in your window, understand that it's the operator - not the drone - that's at 
fault. 
 
Enforcement 
 
The Police often have greater resources, response times and powers of investigation than the CAA. To support this, the 
CAA has now agreed with the Police, in a signed Memorandum of Understanding, that the Police will take the lead in 
dealing with drone misuse incidents, particularly at public events, that may contravene aviation safety legislation or other 
relevant criminal legislation. 
 
The CAA's remit is limited to safety and does not include concerns over privacy or broadcast rights. 
 
Privacy issues are covered by the Information Commissioners Office (ICO) and will not be dealt with by the CAA. 
 


