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Dunkerton & Tunley Parish Council Meeting held at Dunkerton Parish Hall 20 September 2018 
Present:  Cllrs: David Orme (Chairman)   Ryan Iyavoo   

  Robert Gardiner     Di Prescott 

Anna Fraenkel     Adrian Ashley 

Nigel Mannings  

Clerk: Kathryn Manchee     1 Parishioner and their planning agent 

 

1      Apologies for Absence.      Cllr Patch and Cllr Robinson due to holiday. 

2      Declaration of Interests by Cllrs and Dispensations.  Cllr Ashley in agenda item 8.2. 

3      Issues Raised by Parishioners Not Covered Elsewhere in the Agenda.     
3.1   Bus Service Cuts.  The issue of rural transport is being discussed by several parishes within the Cam Valley Forum 

and the Somer Valley Forum.  Both forums are being helped by the Timsbury working group which hosted a parishes 

meeting with B&NES on this issue earlier in the year. The parish council is at the moment doing as much as it can on 

these rural transport issues by being involved in these discussions (also see Item 9 below.) Progress would be reviewed at 

the next meeting. 

3.2   Tunley Recreation Centre.   Cllr Robinson submitted a report before the meeting in which he stated that he is 

pleased to be able to state that the new look TRC is beginning to operate in a far more transparent and inclusive way than 

previously, and is moving forward with the support of the friends group with new ideas for fund raising.  With reference 

to the World War 1 commemorative event, though all details are yet to be finalized, a street party at the TRC is planned to 

commence at 6 pm serving wartime food and the beacon (one of a national chain) will be lit at 7 pm.  Contributions 

towards the defibrillator will be requested.  Dunkerton church bells will be rung at 7.05pm. The Clerk would ask if 

Camerton bells could be rung at the same time. 

3.3   D&TPC Archive Documents. The finalisation of the updates to the Land Registry records of all the land and 

property held in the name of the Parish Council has enabled Cllr Robinson to deposit the parish council’s records in the 

Guildhall Archive. For local reference, the clerk now holds a comprehensive working file of these records. In addition 

electronic copies of all the relevant Land Registry documents, including relevant conveyances, are held by both by the 

Clerk and Cllr Robinson.     

3.4   Tour of Britain Cycle Race.  In a written report submitted before the meeting Cllr Robinson stated what a superb 

spectacle we were privileged to witness on the 4th September. Cllr Robinson hopes the parish council will record in its 

next report in the Batch how privileged we were to have the race go through our parish, and in particular to note the 

support that local residents in Tunley and immediate surrounds gave the riders. Cllr Robinson was however ashamed of 

the view that the riders and their support teams were greeted with as they approached Tunley from the Bath direction. The 

mine tub, which Matthew Gardiner put so much hard work into renovating is surrounded by brambles, unkempt grass and 

weeds. A similar embarrassing scene awaited them at the Stoneage Lane junction.  Cllr Robinson asked in absentia that 

the maintenance of these two areas is included on the October D&TPC meeting agenda.        

4      Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting 26 July.      The minutes of the meeting held on 26 July having previously 

been circulated were agreed to be accurate; proposed by Cllr Gardiner, seconded Cllr Fraenkel.  Approved and signed by 

the Chairman of the meeting. 

5      Matters Arising.  

5.1   Public Rights of Way and the Deregulation Act 2015.  The stile on the footpath from the B3115 to the play area 

has been repaired.  The parish council has a window of opportunity to add any missing footpaths to the Definitive Map 

produced by B&NES.  The parish council will keep this action open until the next meeting in case any footpaths still need 

adding. Action on the Clerk to send a copy of the map to all Cllrs. Action on all Cllrs to consider whether any PROW is 

missing from the map.  

5.2   AVS Footpath.  This matter is covered by the comprehensive report in the September edition of The Batch.    

Subsequent to that report Cllr Robinson recently combined a trip to the Guildhall to lodge D&TPC records in the archive, 

with a meeting with Dave Dixon, B&NES Communities manager. Dave advised that following the meeting which the 

clerk and Cllr Robinson attended with him and Cllr Paul Myers, B&NES Cabinet member for Communities, he and Paul 

had also met with three other PCs. They are now taking forward all four PC requests for local infrastructure schemes to be 

financed from CIL income received but retained by B&NES. They consider that the four PC schemes make excellent 

cases for funding, and are ideal examples for them to use as they move forward with proposals for B&NES to review its 

policy on CIL receipt expenditure. 
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As a back-up option, the scheme is under consideration by highways for inclusion in their 19/20 capital programme. To 

assist with this, Cllr Robinson would seek more active involvement from the PC chair and ward councillor in persuading 

highways of the merits of including this scheme in the 19/20 programme: action on Cllr Orme to send the details to Ward 

Cllr David Veale who will talk to the relevant B&NES councilor. 

5.3   Community Support and Events. Cllr Fraenkel reported that there is now enough volunteers to help organize 

events.  It is planned to hold a breakfast club once a month on a Saturday morning in Tunley.  The group is also hoping to 

run a similar event in Dunkerton.  The first club will be held the 1
st
 or 3

rd
 Saturday in November.  The group will work 

with the TRC to agree the future running of the breakfast club.  Cllr Fraenkel would seek a colour advert in the next issue 

of the Batch. The action will now be closed unless further D&TPC involvement or assistance is required. 

5.4   Update on Defibrillator for Tunley.   The defibrillator has been purchased by the TRC and delivery is awaited. 

When it is received, Cllr Prescott in conjunction with the clerk will order the appropriate cabinet. The TRC is waiting for 

a cost price quote from Paul Wadsworth to install mains power from the TRC hall to the red phone box. In the meantime 

the Defibrillator will be installed on a temporary basis on an exterior wall of the TRC hall. Action remains open with Cllrs 

Prescott and Robinson. 

5.5   Response from First Bus to Complaint about Buses Not Stopping.   The clerk had not yet received a reply.   

5.6   ‘Battle's Over - A Nation's Tribute’ WW1 Commemorative Event – already covered, nothing further to add. 

6      Urgent Business as Agreed by the Chairman.   
6.1   Review of Polling Districts.  As a result of the new ward arrangements, the majority of wards in Bath and North 

East Somerset will change, making it necessary for the B&NES to re-draw the boundaries of the polling districts which 

form each individual ward, and to identify new polling stations within easy reach of all electors. This is an opportunity for 

electors, community groups and any other interested parties in Bath and North East Somerset to express their views on the 

new polling districts and to make suggestions for any buildings within their ward which could be used as polling stations 

at the May 2019 elections. The parish council would respond stating that the existing arrangements (of using the TRC and 

DPH for polling stations) should remain as is. Action with the Clerk. 

6.2   Planning Application REF 18/04117/FUL Hillside Cottage Old Fosseway Dunkerton Garage conversion with 

the installation of a window to replace garage door. Erection of a first-floor side extension (above garage) with 2x 

windows, 1x side window, Juliet Balcony & 2x roof lights.  The chairman displayed details of the application and 

proposed that it did not contravene any planning policies.  It was proposed Cllr Gardiner, seconded Cllr Iyavoo that the 

parish council support this application.  Unanimously approved. 

6.3   Millennium Book Reprint.  It was proposed Cllr Iyavoo, seconded Cllr Prescott that the latest reprint of the 

Millennium book be sold for £10 per a copy.  Unanimously approved.  Action on Cllr Orme to submit an ad for the Batch. 

6.4   Manders Orchard. The parish council would like to take the opportunity to thank Nigel Morgan, who very kindly 

mowed the orchard just before the meeting. 

6.5   Speed of Traffic on the B3115.  Cllr Fraenkel reported some concerns expressed to her about traffic speed on the 

B3115. As the matter had only just been raised it was agreed to put it on the agenda for the next meeting, when Cllrs 

Patch and Robinson might review the history of the PC’s previous actions for the benefits of the newer Cllrs. 

6.6   Commemorative Seat.  The parish council would like to thank Joy Arnold for her work treating the commemorative 

seat. 

7        Finance. 

Payments to Ratify 

31 July   Standing Order  Clerk’s Salary     £416.42 

31 August  Standing Order  Clerk’s Salary     £416.42 

Cheques to Approve 

20 Sep   Cheque No 1079 Cllr Orme’s Expenses    £32.99 

20 Sep   Cheque No 1080 Clerk’s Expenses June July   £100.52 

20 Sep   Cheque No 108  50 Millennium Books Reprint   £408.00 

In addition invoiced today for SSE Street Lighting Maintenance for July to Sep so additional a cheque No 1082 raised for 

£22.68 to be ratified at the next meeting. 

Proposed Cllr Iyavoo, seconded Cllr Prescott. Approved. 

7.2     Financial Report.    

The balance of funds is £14,047.18.  Without the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) reserves the balance is £9,753.09. 
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7.3    Approval of Updated Asset Register.  The two defibrillators have now been added to the asset register.  The 

updated register proposed Cllr  Iyavoo, seconded Cllr Ashley.  Unanimously approved. 

7.4    Grant to the TRC for an Electricity Connection to Allow a Defibrillator to be Located in the Tunley 

Telephone Box.  Cllr Robinson in absentia is making this request on behalf of the TRC as the Parish Council 

representative. Cllr Robinson and the clerk have been seeking, on behalf of the TRC, a free of charge installation of power 

by Western Power Distribution; unfortunately this has not proved to be possible due to the controls imposed by the 

industry regulator.   The TRC, having decided that the Defibrillator needs to be located in as prominent a central location 

as possible, will be installing the equipment in the red phone box unless a local resident, with a suitable exterior wall and 

power supply, offers to have the equipment installed on their property.  With it looking as though the phone box will be 

the location, the cost of installing power will be in addition to that already budgeted for by either the TRC or the Parish 

Council, for the provision of a community defibrillator in Tunley. Tom Watson has organised, and subsequently received, 

a very kind offer from a “digger operator” to dig the trench for the power cable from the hall to the phone box, free of 

charge. The TRC will be making a small token payment of £50 towards his costs.  The TRC are waiting on Paul 

Wadsworth advising his cost price for the installation of the mains power, he estimates that it will be in the region of 

£1,000. The TRC is not in a position to fund this work, as a consequence, and in order to allow them to proceed, Cllr 

Robinson would ask councillors to approve in principle, funding this cost in full from Parish Council CIL reserves. (Note 

we have £1501.75 CIL reserves available to spend).  Proposed Cllr Orme, seconded Cllr Gardiner that the parish council 

funds the phone box electrical installation as proposed.  Unanimously approved. 

8     Planning. 

8.1   Reports of BANES Planning Decisions. 

18/03132/FUL Wisteria House Bath Road Tunley Erection of a first storey extension over garage to provide 

master bedroom with en-suite and dressing room.  APPROVED 

16/06226/LBA Crossways House Crossways Lane Dunkerton: Internal and external alterations for the erection 

of front boundary wall, gates and railings; internal washroom alterations, removal of former car parking at front 

and rear and to return garden. Erection of new skittles building following demolition of existing. PENDING 

DECISION. 

18/01675/FUL Parcel 2400, Fosseway, Englishcombe Installation of a hardstanding field access track – 

APPROVED 

18/02238/FUL North Hill Farm Tunley Road Change of use from cattle yards to industrial storage (use class 

B8) – PENDING DECISION 

18/02535/FUL 10 Brooklands Dunkerton  Erection of first floor side extension over existing single storey 

extension with loft room and rear dormer – APPROVED 

18/02782/FUL Tyning House Bath Road Tunley Erection of a double garage to the rear of the property and 

demolition of existing side double garage.  APPROVED 

18/03973/REM Removal of condition 6 of application 1552 (Erection of a Bungalow, with services, on land 

adjoining White Ox Mead Lane, Peasedown St. John, and the use of an existing vehicular access thereto)  

PENDING DECISION 

Cllr Ashley left the meeting. 

8.2 Planning Applications for D&TPC Consideration: 

Planning Application REF 18/04084/FUL Lower Tunley Farm Stoneage Lane Tunley. Conversion of barn to 1 no. 

dwelling. 

Planning Application REF 18/04085/LBA Lower Tunley Farm Stoneage Lane Tunley. Internal and external works 

to facilitate conversion of barn to 1 no. dwelling.  The chairman read out a statement from the planning lead Cllr 

Robinson supportive of the intention of these applications.   The parish council considered the details of the application 

and the relevant planning policies, and unanimously supported these applications as they comply with the core strategy 

and placemaking plan. 

Cllr Ashley returned to the meeting. 
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8.3 Report on Planning Policy Briefing Event   Information on this had been circulated to Cllrs by the Clerk.  At 

this stage information remains confidential but there will be an options consultation later this year. 

9     Issues Raised by Central Government, B&NES, ALCA, NALC.   None.  Cllr Orme reported that he and the clerk 

attended the most recent ALCA meeting where it was agreed to put forward Rural Transport (refer item 3.1 above) and 

Truespeed as agenda items for the next parish liaison meeting with B&NES. 

10   Highways, Public Rights of Way and Waste Recycling – Any New Issues for D&TPC Consideration and/or 

Decision. None 

11    Other Issues for the Attention of Ward Cllr Veale. None. 

12    Date of Next Meeting.  25 October Tunley Recreation Centre 7.30 pm.    The meeting was closed at 8.45 pm. 


